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VICTIMS OF CRIME ACT — REVIEW 
Statement by Attorney General 

HON MICHAEL MISCHIN (North Metropolitan — Attorney General) [3.08 pm]: The statutory review of 
the Victims of Crime Act 1994 of Western Australia, as required by section 6(1)(a) of that act, was commenced 
in June 2011. The terms of reference for the review were to inquire into and report on whether, and, if so, in 
what manner, the Victims of Crime Act requires reform in order to optimise its effectiveness, and in particular to 
consider — 

 1. the extent to which issues raised in previous reviews have been addressed, the reason behind 
issues remaining unaddressed, and the extent to which any unaddressed issues remain relevant; 
and  

 2. the cultural and societal relevance of definitions and assumptions inherent in the Act, whether 
the Act requires amendment to ensure its relevance, and the effects of any such amendments. 

That is, the review focused on historical aspects and definitions. 

As members would be aware, the Victims of Crime Act 1994 sets out guidelines for how crime victims can and 
should expect to be treated by relevant public officers and bodies. It also facilitates appropriate information 
sharing capabilities for the Department of the Attorney General, the Director of Public Prosecutions, the 
Department of Corrective Services and the Western Australia Police to improve the level of information made 
available to victims.  

As a targeted statutory review, consultation was undertaken with key organisations. The report is based largely 
on those consultations, with additional information obtained from previous reviews, parliamentary documents 
and materials from relevant government departments. 

Within the context of the terms of reference, the review indicated that the act was operating effectively and not 
in need of major reform. With regard to the historical aspects, although previous reviews had referred to a 
number of issues, these have been largely addressed or are now redundant by reason of reforms made in the 
intervening periods. 

With regard to the definitions in the act, the report recommends that the definition of “victim” be amended to 
include immediate family when an offence results in death or incapacity; in the case of children, to include 
parents and legal guardians; and, in the case of individuals incapable of managing their own affairs due to mental 
impairment, to include carers and legal guardians. Additionally, the report notes that the situation in which an 
individual who has experienced genuine harm as a consequence of an offence against another person—for 
example, against a family member—but who is not recognised as a victim, continues to be an issue. As such, the 
report recommends that the act be amended to include a hierarchy of family members to further guide agency 
decisions as to who is a victim for the purposes of the act. 

Of course, since this review was initially conducted, the government has put in place a range of measures 
relating to victims of crime, including significant service delivery funding increases for victim support services. 
In addition, the appointment of the Commissioner for Victims of Crime means that there is now a new, focused 
strategic policy capability in the victims of crime area. The commissioner’s views are that this historical report 
adequately fulfils the guiding terms of reference and that it will inform her own consideration of the act and any 
potential for legislative change that may be developed. 

Finally, I take this opportunity to thank all those involved in the consultation process and preparation of the 
report, and, in accordance with section 6(2) of the act, I present the report to the house. 

[See paper 1044.] 
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